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ng Dealey Plaza, and, when 



*r John F* Kennedy came riding by in window to get the same ^jew that 
motorcade, murdered the presi- Oswald had. 
dent. The Sixth Floor Museum is a 
privately owned “educational mu- 
seum examining the events and 
historical legacy of the assassina- 
tion.” ' * ‘ • • 

Whatever you think of the idea 



glassed off; no one can look out that . anywhere in the world would be It is unfortunate that their accom- 
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Now, though, a video cainera 
has been mounted in the window. 
And visitors to the museum’s Web 
site are able, 24 hours a day, to see 
constantly changing camera shots 
from the window. It’s .... 

Well, it’s a jarring sight. And it is 
more than a little creepy. 

When the announcement was 



able to share the assassin's 
sightline at any time of the day 
or night, the office of Sen. Ed- 
ward Kennedy, President 
Kennedy’s last surviving broth : 
er, issued this statement: 

“Those who guided the original 
creation of the Sixth Floor Museum 
made a substantial effort to pre- 
vent the exploitation and commer- 
cialization of President Kennedy’s 



plishment is now being undeiv 
mined in this insensitive and taste- 
less manner.” 

West respectfully disagrees. 

“It is what it is,” he said. “This is 
part of our history. We 6ouldn’t 
have people walking up to the win- 
dow, because we wanted to pre- 
serve the area around the window 
just as it was in 1963, and we 
didn’t want people constantly 
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And for them, the assassination 
of John Kennedy is in the same con- 
text as the assassination of Abraham 
' Lincoln: It happened before they 
were bom, and they don’t have a per- 
sonal emotional connection to it 
As it is, the museum does what 
it can to make a visit to the assas- 
sination building palatable — lit- 
erally.' -,/v. 

Convention groups are invited 
walking up with their kids on their to reserve the old School Book De- . S . 
shoulders. But by glassing the pository for dinner partie§ ^ * 

area off, we didn’t want to be giv- * 
ing the impression. of *You can’t 
look out this window/ It’s history. 
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Treadyhad 4 million hits on the Webs? advertising'righta on thnWeb f 
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The generational aspect, .West^V, "At some, point you'll 
said, is that young Americans see a sponsorship logo of some kind *, 
who are growing up computer-lit- - on our Web site next to the live • 
crate accept as a given that they j video shot from the window, he 
can and should have visual access said. !•>..: , y , ", • ?« V 
to just about everything in the “We would only license sponsor- 
world through their computer ship to an appropriate company, 
screens. . ' something in good taste." 



